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MISSION STATEMENT 

In collaboration with the parish community, 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School is a family-centered and innovative educational 

environment where children are loved authentically; challenged and supported academically, 
creatively, socially, emotionally, and athletically. 

Our students are encouraged, guided, and formed in the Gospel truths and virtues with the 
ultimate goal of fostering a lifelong relationship with Jesus Christ through His church. 
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  On-Campus Learning 

• All students in their classrooms will be seated 3 feet apart while wearing masks. Three 
feet of social distancing will be maintained throughout routines and procedures in the 
classroom, until further notice. 

• All grade levels will be learning in person on St. Catherine of Siena campus. 
• Classroom furniture will be arranged to maximize the amount of distance between each 

student while ensuring each person will still be able to see and hear the teacher and 
view the SmartBoard. 

• P.E. (physical education) classes will be held both inside and outside, dependent on the 
activity and weather. 

• Additionally, the NCDHHS Tool Kit 
allows schools the freedom to 
discontinue or maintain cohorts 
during the school day. St. 
Catherine of Siena Catholic School 
classrooms are structured to 
facilitate the safety and health of 
our students and staff without the 
need to form cohorts. 

 

Transitional Procedures On Campus 

• Students are encouraged to bring a personally labeled water bottle to minimize the 
number of trips to the water dispenser. 

• Water fountains will only be for refilling personal water bottles. 
• For information on arrival and dismissal, see “Carpool” below. 

 

Lunch/Recess Procedures On Campus 

• Lunch may still be held in one’s classroom, as well as on a rotating basis in the dining 
room.  

• When outside, students and staff can remove their face coverings and enjoy the 
outdoors. 



• The use of playground equipment and supplies 
remains available and encouraged. 

• My Hot Lunchbox will still be available to purchase 
meals. Remember to create an account to be able to 
order and purchase meal options for each week. 

 

Visitors & Front Office Procedures On Campus 

• We value our parents and volunteers and all they bring to our community; we look 
forward to welcoming parents and volunteers to assist around campus and PTO 
programs. 

 

Face Coverings 

• As stated in the NCDHHS Tool Kit, public and non-public schools are required to ensure 
that face coverings are worn by all workers, teachers, guests, other adults, and children 
must wear face coverings when indoors, at all times, unless an exception applies. 

• Per the NC Department of Health and Human Services, wearing face coverings in school 
settings with unvaccinated students is still recommended at this time, with this in mind 
SCS faculty and staff will be wearing a face covering or face shield while they are 
teaching or interacting with anyone when 6 feet of social distancing cannot be 
maintained.  This policy remains in place even for faculty and students who may be 
vaccinated. 

• This directive does allow teachers to remove their face covering when teaching in front 
of the class, with students seated in their desks. 

• Face coverings will continue to be worn by 
students in PreK - Grade 8, until further notice, while 
students are in their classrooms and walking throughout 
the building, except when eating or when outdoors. This 
is for the protection of all students and staff members, 
and therefore all St. Catherine's families. This policy is 
aligned with other North Carolina public schools, non-
public schools, and Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Raleigh, as per the guidance of the NCDHHS. 

• All St. Catherine students need to provide their own properly fitted face coverings and 
have clean ones to wear each day. Face covering colors and/or designs should be 
simple. 

• Students need not wear masks while eating or while involved in any outdoor activities. 
Frequent handwashing and/or the use of sanitizer will occur throughout the day. 



• If a student has documentation from their health care provider (on file with St. 
Catherine of Siena School) stating they cannot tolerate wearing a cloth face-covering 
due to developmental, behavioral, or medical needs, the school will require the student 
to wear a plastic face shield which wraps around the sides of the face and extends 
below the chin. 

• Guidance on face coverings may change pending guidance from health officials. 

 

Protecting Vulnerable Populations 

• While most people in the school building are elementary students and do not fit the 
definition of “high-risk,” there are individuals such as school parents, staff members, 
and some students who are “high-risk.” 

• Since we believe that “other people matter,” 
we must commit to supporting our school 
family in order to protect students, parents, 
and/or teachers with compromised immune 
systems. We must stay the course and 
continue to look out for, care for, and protect 
our broader family. 

 

 

Cleaning and Hygiene 

• SCS remains committed to increased cleaning and sanitation, especially high-touch 
surfaces. 

• Cleaning staff will establish a schedule to clean and disinfect high-touch areas, such as 
door handles, desks, and light switches one time a day. 

• Teachers and staff will educate students on best practices while washing hands, and 
how to properly cover their mouth when sneezing or coughing. 

• Sanitation stations will remain throughout the school building, and hand sanitizer will be 
available in each classroom. 

• All teachers will establish hand washing routines and encourage students to wash their 
hands multiple times a day, in addition to using hand sanitizer.  Increased hygiene 
efforts will occur upon arrival for the day, before and after recess, before and after 
lunch, and before dismissal for the day. 

   

 



Handling Suspected, Presumptive, or Confirmed Positive Cases of COVID-19 

• Families will NOT be required to answer daily screening questions via the PikMyKid app 
each morning before arriving at school. 

• Families are encouraged to check temperatures and conduct symptom screenings at 
their homes and take precautions, if necessary; these will NOT be done during drop-off. 

• Children must not take a pain reliever at home to mask a fever, which could pose 
serious harm to others in our school family. 

• The use of a fever reducer at home will result in severe consequences. We must look 
out for each other’s best interests and the common good. 

• All decisions about whether a child, teacher, and/or class(es) should stay home for a 
certain number of days - and when exactly they may return to campus - will be 
determined by school leadership in coordination with local health officials on a case-by-
case basis.  For any questions about this, please email the school office at 
SCSHealth@scswf.org.  

• If St. Catherine of Siena School learns of a positive COVID-19 case, the school 
community will be informed without violating privacy issues. A second communication 
will also be sent to the families who are in the same class as the person who tests 
positive. 

 

Cooperation with Health Officials 

• According to public health guidance, upon learning of a positive case of COVID-19 in our 
community, our school will provide notification to the North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services, in addition to seeking their guidance for the next steps 
based on each situation. We will provide this notification and remain in communication 
with local health officials about their procedures and guidance as we care for all our 
students and families. 

  

Contact Tracing 

• Local health officials will carry out their own 
contact tracing procedures, in coordination 
with each school site when necessary. If a 
student, employee, or another person who 
has been in the school building tests positive 
for COVID-19, the following items may occur: 

• Trained school staff will work together to 
determine who has been possible close contacts among the school community. 
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• The student or community member’s closest contacts will be considered, such as 
classmates seated 3 feet apart. 

• Families of students who have been in close contact with the COVID-19 positive 
individual may be contacted by the school to recommend the monitoring of symptoms. 
This may include a recommendation to stay home from school for a period of time. 

• For any questions about this, please email the school office at SCSHealth@scswf.org. 

 

Household Members 

• If an individual in one’s home 
has COVID-19 or is quarantined 
because of COVID-19, those in 
the household - even if siblings 
attend different schools - should 
also stay home until speaking 
further regarding the situation 
and circumstances. In 
consultation with the local 
Health Department, the recommended days to possibly quarantine will be shared with 
each family on a case-by-case basis. 

• For any questions about this, please email the school office at SCSHealth@scswf.org. 

 

Communication and Combating Misinformation 

• In the case of a member of our community testing positive for COVID-19, we will need 
to depend on the specifics of the situation to guide what communication is necessary 
with the broader school community. Privacy considerations, as well as the health and 
safety of the entire school community, will always be respected. Depending on the 
situation, we may need to inform the entire community that there has been a positive 
case, but we also may not. School and Parish leadership will make these decisions in 
consultation with local health officials. 

• As always, SCS values accurate, timely, clear, concise, and consistent communication. 
This will especially be true during the current climate. 

• We will utilize our typical venues of communication, such as the SCS Newsletters, school 
website, social media, and/or SchoolSpeak to communicate most effectively and 
efficiently possible. 

• We want to make sure we are not only communicating with adults but also developing 
age-appropriate materials to help our students navigate and understand any changes. 
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Carpool  

• Parents are encouraged to check the 
temperature of their children before departure 
from the home and assess children for any 
symptoms of illness; it will not occur on campus. 

• Parents will ensure children are equipped with a 
mask, or masks, and personal hand sanitizer. 

• Parents should commit to staying off the phone 
while in the carpool line. 

• During carpool, in both morning and afternoon, 
we ask for added patience from all involved as 
the process may look and feel different. 

• Detailed carpool procedures for both morning and afternoon will be outlined more 
clearly once we get closer to the first day of school. 

 

Saints Before and After Care 

• St. Catherine of Siena will offer Saints Before and After Care this year. 
• Before Care hours: 

o  7  – 8 AM Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Friday 
o 7  – 9 AM Wed 

• After Care hours: 
o 3:15 – 6 PM on full school days 
o 12:15 – 6 PM on early release days 

• The use of playground equipment and outdoor play will be allowed and encouraged. 
• Saints Before and After Care is only offered on school days; during holidays, breaks, 

teacher workdays, or canceled school days we will be closed. 
• More information, including rates and registration information, can be obtained in the 

school office or on the school website. 

  

Athletics, Clubs, & Field Trips 

• St. Catherine of Siena will be offering, and participating in, sports for the 2021-2022 
school year following guidelines of the NCDHHS and the Diocese of Raleigh’s Office of 
Education. 

o Specific rules for each sport will be shared with student-athletes and parents of 
each team. 

 
 



 
 

• Student Clubs: Various clubs, 
included but not limited to Science 
Olympiad, band, and others, will still be 
offered if school procedures and 
appropriate social distancing can still occur 
per grade level. We believe that these 
enrichment opportunities for the students 
and opportunities to further develop the 
whole person are important. 

• Field Trips: St. Catherine of Siena students will have opportunities for off-campus field 
trips as appropriate and available. 

 

Distance Learning 

• St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School will not offer 
distance learning as a long-term option for the 2021-
2022 school year. The Diocese of Raleigh is offering a 
virtual school option for families desiring a Catholic 
education, but who are not yet comfortable with in-
person, on-campus learning. 

• Parents who choose to unenroll from St. Catherine 
and enroll in the Catholic Virtual School should immediately communicate that with St. 
Catherine of Siena Catholic School, all tuition obligations to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic School still apply. 

• While we respect the desires and wishes of each family, the family’s decision to enroll in 
the Diocese’s virtual school option is intended for the entire school year. Students and 
families who unenroll for the 2021 - 2022 school year will always be encouraged and 
welcomed to apply for enrollment for the 2022 - 2023 school year, or sooner if space in 
the classroom allows for their return. 

• In the event that an entire class needs to be quarantined that class will move to a 
remote setting until they are safely able to return to campus. 

• If an individual child needs to quarantine the child will be given asynchronous work to 
be completed at home. 

 

 

 



Technology Considerations 

• The St. Catherine of Siena School Leadership Team remains committed to providing 
additional technical and curriculum resources for our faculty, students, and families. 
Together, we are committed to supporting all students on campus with effective 
instructional technology tools and diverse, helpful resources. 

• Contact your child’s teacher if you have any questions about their grades or classwork. 

 

 Emotional Support and Resilience 

• Counseling services are available weekly if you feel your child needs emotional support 
for any reason. Please contact the counselor, Mrs. Ruth DeVito, at RDeVito@scswf.org 
or by calling the school office (919) 556-7613. 
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